Dear Farina & the Open Networks team,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the 2021 workplan PID. In keeping with your approach of minimising the burden of responding, I hope you will find our short response useful.

The PID is comprehensive, and we welcome the broad scope of the Open Networks project as an essential series of developments to introduce a smart and more flexible energy system. While we understand the desire to keep code changes out of scope and retain a focus on internal work, we would stress the importance of the industry governance processes, and reiterate our commitment to support you and your members through participation in the code change processes. Code changes will be an important mechanism for the delivery of a number of Open Networks outputs, and we look forward to working with you where outputs overlap with the BSC arrangements. As I’m sure you aware we have begun discussions around raising an Issue Group to consider appropriate interactions between DSO instructed flexibility actions and imbalance settlement, such that we can ensure efficient and equitable whole system solutions.

In terms of specific workstream areas of interest, we note that primacy rules may have the ability to impact on the ability of NGESO to balance the system. Depending upon the findings of that work, it may be appropriate to consider compensation mechanisms. This should be kept in mind when developing primacy rules.

The baselining workstream should be aware of work developed under BSC Modification P376 to introduce a baseline for the delivery of balancing services. In particular, we believe consideration should be made of the potential for gaming between different baseline methodologies, and the wider incentives that differing methodologies may introduce.

Finally, in respect of DER monitoring we believe it is important that the workstream should consider proportionality of requirements based on party type, and the efficiencies that can be made by utilising existing metering where the standards may overlap.

We would be happy to volunteer resource to any of these workstreams to help make the appropriate considerations.

Kind regards,

Peter

Peter Frampton
Market Architect Team Leader
Future Markets & Engagement
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